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gar My Grorar E. Frexen, Bookseller, King |
street, Alexandrin, is our anthorized agent 10 re-
ceive advertisements and subseriptions.  Single
numbers ean be procured at his counter every
morning,

7%~ M. E. K. Luxoy, bookseller, Tiridge street,
Geargetown, will act as aﬁenl for the Sentinelfin
receiving subscriptions and advertisements.

gy Grorce W, Mgeagsox is owr auihoriged & g ] ;
| joined notice, republished in the Nafional In-

[ tellisgencer from the Panama Herald;

agent to receive subscriptions and adveértiveents,
i Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria.

¥R, We must again apologize for the dearth
of editorial matter in our columns this morning.
We plead the same excuse that we have given
for the last few days—publiec documents.
MR C 20 T
CONGRESS YESTERDAY.
The standing committees for the session were

announced in each House yesterday, and will | difficulty be has invariably succeeded, not onl
| in maintaining the honor of his couutry an

he found in our congressional columns,
Among other business in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Mr. Wentworth, of 1llinois, offered

a resolution: “That Congress has the power
w0 provide tor the construction ot a raurosa

over the Territories of the United States for
the safer and more expeditious transportation
of the public money, the mails, the troops, and
the munitions of war, from the Atlantic to the
Pacifie const, and onght immediately to exer- |
cise that power.” This was laid upon the table |
hy a vote of—yeas 126, nays 72. '

{

PUBLIC PRINTER TO THE SENATE.
The publisher of the Sentinel was elected
vesterday the Printer of the Senate of the |
[nited States by a vote which was very grati- |
fying and complimentary. He hopes, by dili- |
gent attenlion to his duties to discharge them |
with fidelity to the public interest, and to the |
full and entire satisfaction of the Senate. i
The course of the Sentinel will be directed, |
as hitherto, with an eye single to the principles |
of thé demoeratie faith, for which it has so‘
warmly contended. In the performance of of-
ficial duty the publisher of the Sentinel will |
know no party; but he will make it his earnest |
study to discharge promptly and faithfully the |
irust of the office to which he has been elected. |
With no intention to be invidious, the pub- |
lisher of the Sentinel expresses his warmest |

acknowledgements to those members of the |
Senate, by whose votes this distinguished mark |
of confidence has been conferred upon him by
the highest legislative body in the country.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF
WAR.

We commence this morning the publieation
of the report of the Hon. Jefferson Davis, Sec- |
retary of War. We regret that we cannot pub- |

1
lish the whole of it in the samé paper. The
length, however, renders that impossible.

It is an able paper, and contains many valu-
nble sugpestions for 'reorganix.ingland improv- |
ing the army. There are abuses in the army
ns well as in the navy. The Secretary recom-
mends an increase of the army. The author-
ized strength of the army is 13,821, officers and

men ; tbe actual strength is ounly 10,417. ll|'|

this number 8,378 are employed in the frontier
departments. The Secretary thinks " that a
foree three times as large as our present army
would be inadequate to gunrd the many points
«m our extended frontier, so as entirely to pre-
vent all Indian depredations.

The same difliculty of getting men exists in
the army as in the navy.

soldier and the value of labor in civil life.

2d. The fict that length of service carries
with it no reward, either in increased pay, rank,
or privilege. .

To obviate these difficulties, the secretary |
proposes, and in our judgment, very properly
proposes, an increase of the pay of soldiers,
and an additional increase for each successive |
period of five years, so long as they shall re- |
main in the army; and provision for the pro- |
motion to the lowest grade of commissioned of- |
ficers, of such of the non-commissioned officers |
us may by character, conduct, and services, be
qualified for, and entitled to such promotion. |
It is also proposed that authority be given to |
1he President to confer the brevet of second
lientenant, on such as by examination before
an army board, may be found to be qualified
for it, wha shall be attached to the Army as si-
pernumeraries and be promoted as eadets under
like circumstances are. He proposes that such
meritorions non-commissioned officers as are
not fitted by education for such promotion, he
provided fof by appointments as fort-keepers,
barrack masters, &e.

We presume that no one can find the slight-
est ground of complaint in respect to these
recommendations. Indeed they scem to us to
he of such singular merit, as to command the
approbation of the whole country. There is as
well sound policy as hamanity in them. This
is the kind of progress which we degire to see,
This is the kind of progress which the demo-
cratic party mean to carry opt. Sach mea-
sures as are proposed by the Secpetpries of
War and Navy, are measures of marked and
manifest utility and improvement. They look
as well to the efficient organization of those
two arins of the public service, as 10 . just and
senerous provision by the government for the
men who fight its batties and constituge its de-
fences. We have not the available space, nor

indeed are we at this time ywepared to follow |

the secretary in all his suggestions and recom-
mendations—nor is it necessary to do so, This
report is before the country, and all can read it
for themselves. It affords us pleasuem W gom-
mend it to the attention of our readers. 1t jg
abile and interesting,

W, G ur venerable neighbor, the National
Intelligencer, in its issue of yesterdny, treats
its renders to a Jong editorial article, embrac-
ing interesting rewigiscences connected with
the founding and growth of the city of Wash-
ington, It is written in that happy vein of
honest simplicity snd innocent mirth, so claar-
acteristic of that dignified jonrnnl. Bot for
the pressure in our columns, wa woyld transfer
the article to our paper,

hoCN MA ﬂ“"'):i\‘ss‘

ed, he clothed them; when they were thirsty, he
| gave them drink; when hungry, he fed them.

tirement of Amos B. Corwixg, Ksq., from the
oflice of United States consul in this city to
pass unnoticed and unremarked. During the

time Mr, Corwixg held the important snd one-
| rous office entrusted to him by his government,

1'1&,‘.
charged its duties, ar

| gtill ecan

| by his distressed conntrymen, and the numbers

"his is i hle |
. This is attributab) e e & e,
1o two principal canses. _

1st. The disparity between the pay of the |

A S S T S v

AMOS B. CORWINE, KsqQ.
A commendatory nolice copied in the Ne-
ional Intelligencer from the ‘Panaws Herald,

has attracted our attantion to the fact that the i
| gentleman whose naine heads this paragraph,

leserves alike our attention. We can say,

gard of every gentleman who may have lad |
oflicin] intercourse with him.
ed of the various sacrifices he has wmade in re-
lieving the innumerable emigrants who have
passed the isthmus on their way to that glodious

western State, California. When they were nak-

I'herefore we copy with great pleasure the sub-

We cannot permit the oceasion of the re-

and eourteonsly dis;
under the most trying
circumstances @nd in positions of no ordinary

he has fiithfully, strie

the dignity of his oftice, but in gaining the re-
spect and esteem of all partiés with whom his
official duties brought him in connexion. Very

few persons, except those who have actuall
.-'.u.cp.-;eum “s,, can IEnagme e numerous calls

made upon the time and patience of the Ameri-
can consul during the continuance of the great
Californian immigration in 1830 and 1831 ; the
diffienlties he was called uwpon to settle, the
differences he was referred to to adjust,
and the important points of international
and commercidl law upon which he was
called upon to give a decision. Fewer
form any idea of the innumer-
able private demands made upon Mr, Conwise

whom he assisted in their distress. In private
life his affability, courtesy, and hospitality are
s0 well known that we need not expatiate upon
them, the more so as we know that it would be
displeasing to Mr. Corwine. We might say a
great deal more than we have done, but we
could not say less. Tt affords us sincere pleas-
ure to pay this tribute to Mr. Corwise as the
representative of a nation so nearly connected
with our own ; and we conclude by applying
to him the words he so appropriately used upon
the occasion of presenting the testimonial to
Governor Roldan,  well done, thou good and
faithful sexvant!"—Panama Herald.

Supreme Court of the United States.
Decempen 12, 1553,

John 8. Woodward and Charles Donohne, esq.,
of New York, Wm. Shephard Bryan, esq., of Ma-
ryland, Frederick K. Bartlett, esq., of Minnesota,
Mariano D. Papy, esq., of Florida, Horace 17, So-
per, esq., of New York, and Samuel L. Hart, esq.,
of Ohio, were admitted attorneys and counsellors
of this court.

No. 6. The United States, appellants, vs. J. B.
The argument ofthis case was

Dauterive's heirs.
concluded by Mr. Antorney-Genernl Cushing for
appellants. The case being submitted on o print-
ed argument by Messrs. Janin and Taylor in be-
half of the appellants. :

No. 12. The United States, appellants, vs. J. M.
Ducros et al. This cause was argued by Mr. At-
torney-General Cushing for the appellants,

No. 13. E. Potter's ex’ors, appellants, wve. 8, R.
Potter ef al. The argument in this cause was com-
menced by Mr. Badger for the appellants, aud
continued by Mr. Bryan for the appellees.

Adyourned until to-marrow, at 11 o'clock, A. M.

The Niagara at Boston.

Further from Europe—The Battle of Oltenitza—
Eight Hundred Russvians Slain, §e.

The Niagara did not arrive at Boston until a
late hour on Friday night. She did not arrive at
Halifax until Thursday morning, at ten o'clock.

| The telegraph reported that she arrived there on

Wednesday night at ten; this was an error. Her

| mails reached this city yesterday morning.

! The papers contain very little news in addition

| to that telegraphed from Halifax.

| The London Morning Advertiser, of 201h, states
that the British government had just received a
telegraphic message announcing the entrance of

| the pombined fleet into the Black sea.

Viexxa, Thursday Eveninz—The Ruossians at-

| tncked Fort St. Nicholas in Asia, by land and sea,

bat were repulsed fivetimes. A Russian steamer,
with 1,500 men on bourd, was stranded—tiwenty-

brought 1o Constantinople as prisoners.

It 1s stated in another dispatch that the Turks
have taken a Russian man-ofswar in the Black
sen. and that the crew have arrived at Constanti-
nople. but no details are given. .

E‘uwusnﬁwm November 10.—The Turkixh
capital is in a state of joyful excitement. A bul-
letin has been issved announcing that on the 4th
instant Omer Pasha defeated the Russians nt
Oltenitza. On that day the Russian general led
30,000 men against the position which the Turks
had taken upon the second and third, on the leit

| bank of the Danube. The combat lasted six

hours. The Russians were routed, and left a
large number of muskets and quantities of mnmu-
nition on the battle-field. Hight hundred Russians
were killed, while the Turks had only thirteen
killed and seventy-two wounded. _
An Austrian report says the caar has replied,
in answer to an inquiry of Austria, that he will

| enter into negotiations if the Porte propose a pro-

ject of peace.
LR

ARRIVAL OF STEAMER ARCTIC.
Two Days Later from Europe.

The War at the East—Contradictory Rumors—In-
tegrity of Twrley Guaranteed by France and
Euglund—Trouble betweer: a Spanish Official
and Young Souwle—Suceess of the Chinese Rebels,
New York, Dee. 11.—The steamer Arctic has

arrived, bringing nincty-three passengers, and

| Liverpool dates 1o November 30, Amuong her
passengers is 1. C. B. Davis, bearer of dispatches
from London and Paris. The Africa arrived om
at midnight on Sonday.

Very little udditional news of interest has been
received, Nothing had occurred along the Dan-
ube, and heavy storms of rain and snow had set
in. There were rumais pf an armistice, but these
were doubtful. Tt was also reported that an en-
gagement had occarred between the Turks aud
Bervians, but it was not eredited.

The conduci of Omar Pacha had been sanction-
ed by the goverameal, syd the Sultan had present-
ed lum with a horse.  The allied fleets lie at Bez
Cos.  The Turkish fleets had gone iyto the Black
sea to keep open the coast of Circpssin.  The
Turks have five times repulsed the Russians from
the fortress of Sun Nicholas, Two Russinn ships
have been lost in the Black sea.

Admira!l Sir L. Lyon was on his wa
command of the British fleet, .

Ig i= gow reported that Dost Mahommed is hos-
tile o li_h.\.-isl_n, Wi gre all the Mabhommedans of
India.

Some difficulties had occurred between Turkey
and Greece,

Englande—Parlioment had been fusther pro-
rogued till Junuary d.

A treaty hwd been concluded between Eogland
upd France, guaranteeing the integrity of Turkey,
giving Ausiip pud Prussia the priyilege of juining
i it

y lo 1ake

i
| spaln.—At a ball given by the French ambas-
sagdor at Madrid, the Duke of Albay, brother-ndow
of the Preach ¢mpress, made a disparaging remark
concerning the deeas pf Mrs. SBoule, wite of the
American Minister,which l.-clnfm-:-rhean! by young
Boule, he made a slight assault on the Duke, Mr.
Soule, howgyer, interfered and removed hus son,
buot the affair orested mpeh excitement.  Young
Soule afterwards challenged the Duke, who re-
| fused acceptance.

The Prossinn Chanrbers had Legn
opened.  Prussia claims to act as may seem bhest
for her own interast in the easfern war.
| Germany,—Home troubles wers roported in
| Baden between the governent and clorgy.
| Large forces of artillery have been ordered juto

un 5
gt In China the rebels were everywhere
succensfiil. There was =ome talk of another ine
| ¥pwion,

]

—————

| e Mrs. Bhzgheth Houghton has been sent (6
the lonmtic asylum st Worcester, crazed by the
spieit rapping humbug at ("fm-upm- Mass

e e

| o

from | peport ¢
the best authority, that My, Corwine, though | the past year.
the ocenpant of an offiee nnder the Inte admin-
| istration, has retired from it with the high pe-

(

will be seen by the mccompan

I

e 10,417,
We are inform. | the from

]
1

tants of our frontiers have, under the direction of
able und zealous commanders, been more than
successiul,
actively and constantly
dations have been com
except in California and Oregon, huve not atained
a more than local importance, 1
country, immediately west of the Mississippi, but
two or three instances of collision huve occured.
Arrangements are now in progress, which, by the
establishment ol new posts in more favorable po-
| sitions, will enable the de
with & number of the smaller nnd less important
posts; to give increased security to the frontier, to
employ a grenter force for the protection of the
emigration crossing ]
and at the saume time materially diminish the ex-
penses of the milita
of the country. i
diminished in (requency and importance, and in a
majority of the cases that have been brought to
the uotice of*the depuartment, the depredations
have beeu committe
territory, As the Rio Grande is the bonndary be-

?I‘m Cirande, opposite the Mexican 1

collision between the frontier inhabitants of the two
countries have occurred. Itisalsoin contemplation

m Grande,

the Indinns on the northern frontier of Texas are
also in progress, and when the

dred Indians have been sacrified in the collision
between the two races.

has been sufficient, and impressed with the idea of
I
since ordered a regiment of artillery to the Pacific,
and it was designed to send them an additional
regiment of infantry, but it was found that the
state of the service did not then, nor does yet,
admit of it.

»
»

J

Public _\I;Tuﬁnnt.

Report of the Secretury of War.

War Derawrsgnr, Decomber 1.

Sip: | have the hobor 1o submit the following
of the operations of this department during
e authorized strength of the army
as now posted) is 13,821 —oflicers and men; but it
ving table, pre-

pared in the Adjutant General's olgne, trom the
atest returns, that the sctual strength is only
OF this number, 5575 are employed in
ier departments, or are now on the route
or them. It gives me pleasure 1o say that the
neasures taken for the protection of the inbabi-

The troops have been everywhere
employed. Indian depre-
ratively unfrequent, and,

In the Indian

riment to dispense

the great plains of the west,
estnblishments in that part

In Texas, Indian hostilities have

by Indians from Mexican

tween this country pnd Mexico, and the positions
to be occupied on it for the protection ol that
frontier, and the fulfilment of our treaty stipula-
tions with the Republic of Mexico, will, in all
Ethhﬂily. be permanent, the force on that river
as lLeen considerably in d, and g
meuts are now being inade under the direction of
Major General Smith, aided by an experienced
officer of engineers, to select the most suitable po-
sition for the attainment of these objects, and for
the construction of the field works for their de-
fence.  Asa part ol this system, orders have been
iven for the establishment of a ulmng post on the
wn El Paso,
in the neighorhood of which Indian hostilities and

to establish a large post at the point where the
at trail of the Comanche Indians crosses the
Other dispositions for the control of

y are completed,
the department hopes with fid 1o give a
very greal securily to both the Mexican and In-
dian frontier of that State. New Mexico has been
comparatively exempt from Indian_ disturbances
during the past year. The few that have occured
have generally been traced 1o maranders and out-
laws tor whose actions none ol the tribes in that
country can justly be held respounsible.

Those to which they nominally belong have
given assurances, which it is believed they are
endeavoring in good faith to carry out, of their in-
tention to apprehend and deliver up these ma-
rauders, and restore the property plundered by
them.

The Indians of California and Oregon are nu-
merous and warlike, but as they are divided into
small independem bands, having no general head,
and were in ngreatl measure destitute of fire arms,
their hostilities in previous years were not im-
portant. 3

Now, however, that the rapidly extending set-
tlements of those countries are driving the In-
dians from their aceustomed haunts and crowding
them into narrow limits, they are formed into com-
binations both formidable and frequent. Within
the past three years, their hostilities, the result,
in many instances, of the intrusion and aggres-
sions of the whites. have been almost uninter-
rupted, and it is officially known that in Northern
California more than 100 whites snd several hun-

The force in that country is not now, and never

ts entire inadequacy, the department sometime

-mament for the more important posts, both in

The first mail from the Pacific, subsequent to
the issue of this order, brought intelligence of re-
newed hostilities, in which more than torty lives
were lost. By the activity and zeal of Genera!
Lane, delegate fromn Oregon Territory, in com-
mand of a volunteer force, aided by the few regu-
lar troops that were in the neighborhood, hostili-
ties were suppressed, and the Indians compelled
to sne for peace. These operations appear 1o
have been conducted with great energy and judg-
ment, and in the final contlict General Lane and
Captain Alden (the latter in command of the regu-
lar troops) were both severely wounded while
gallantly leading a charge against the Indians.
‘There is, hgwever, no assurance that peace can
be maintained unless a force ndequate 1o the con-
trol of the Indians is stationed in their midst. It
is the intention of the department that this shall
be done. and as soon as possible a considerable
additional force will be sent to the Pacifie, and
one of the brigadier generals of the army ordered
to the command.

The vast territories between the Roc
tains and the Sierra Nevada are inhabited by nu-
merons warlike bands of Indians. Hostilities are
now existing between them and the inhabitants of
Utnh Territory. and they are constantly ocenrring
on the emigration routes throngh the country, from
the western States to our possessions on the Pa.
cific. It is due to our citizens who are settled in,
or pass through these remote regions, that their
lives nnd property should be protected, but the
department is without the means of fulfilling their
duty, The measures adopted by the Department
of the Interior, under the last administration, for
the removal of the few Seminoles remaining in
Florida, having failed, it was considered advisable
to transport the control of the Indians to the de-
partment, for the purpose of emigrating them to
the country west of the Arkansas. An experi-
enced officer of the army, who is well acquainted
with their character and possesses their confi-
dence, has been entrusted with this duty ; and
with a view to strengthen his efforts, and at the
same time be prepared 1o use coercive measures,
if such shonld be necessary, a force, consisting of
nine companies of artillery, is posted in the penin-
sula of Florida. It is hoped that the measures
thus taken will be attended with favorable results.
The appropriation of March 3. 1553, for remount-
ing the four additional light batteries authorized
by the act of March 3, 1517, has been found insuf
ficient to remount but three of them. It is recom-
mended thet in the appropriation for the support
of the army for the next tiscal year, provision be
made for remounting and equipping the remaining
company. For the details of the movements of
troops during the past year, and their present dis-
position, reterence is respectfully made 1o the re-
port of the conunanding general, and the accom-
punying tables. which are transmitted herewith.

The disposition and employment of the army
must depend upon the necessities of the serviee,
but if nothing unforeseen shonld occur, it is pro-
posed to send two of the regiments of anillel('y to
the Canada frontier and to the Atlantic and Gulr
coats, the third 1 the Rio Grande boundary, and
the fourth to the Paciiic const.  Thetroops on the
spaboard will be concentrated as much as possible,
and at each of the = gceypied by them will be
provided the means necessary fop the instruction
of officers and men in all the duties of their profes:
sion. The same course will be adopted, as far ax
practicable, at the points on the Mexiean frontier

moun-

and Pacific cousts, occupied by the artillery, and
generally whenever it can be done consistently
with n proper degree of economy. Of the cavalry
regiments, one will be required in Texas, one in
New Mexico, and the remaining one for the west-
gen frontier, for service on the plains for the pro-
tedtion ob ginjgrants. A fourth is needed for the
Pacific and the cduntry between the Rocky Moun-
tains and Sierra Nevadn, and it is hoped that Con-
gress will anthorize its organization.

Three regiments of infantry are required in
Texas, two on the frontier west of the Miuiniptx,
one in New Mexico, and the remaining one in the
Iadinn country of the Pacific. In another part of
this report, | shisl] igvite your attention 10 the ne-
cessity of an incresse of this forcg, The compa-

nies of several of the regiments, particularly {he
cavalry and srtille?r, are now greatly disper
serving in ditferent departments, and noder differ
ent co Ters. Advantage will be taken of any
| movement of troops that may he ef become
nggpssary, and without ineurring any great ex-
pense for thay objgot zopp, to concenfrale the
compunies of the same ragimebis gs much ax pos-
sible. sothat they may be under & common com-
mander, and subject, in some d at least, to
the contpol angd spoervision of their colonel or re-
ginmnln! commanders.

With an army three timps as grent as oprg i
would be impracticable »o 1o guard all pojnts o
onur extended frontier, ad elm'rel’l:n preveni Indmp
depredations. It is therefore the intention of the
department 16 put the troaps in |IT bodies mt
commanding positions mmong the Indians, and to
restrain aggressions by the exhibitions of a power

T N TR BN U R TSy R ra——

adequate 1o punish. “They will not be likely to en-
gage in hn-liri.'liuifthcir ainilies are inthe power
of the troops during their absence. 2

The multiplication of small posts, howevermuch | iipst enlistment, and & farther sun of one dollar
it miy - 1o have been ealled I’wﬁ Hw - per month for each suive period of five years
sities of service, is more thun do policy. | 50 long as he shall remain eontinuously in the
The system is expensive far beyond any good re- | army. o i
sults that are atained by it. It is inj tothe| 2. That soldiers now in the army, who ha
di ine, instruction, and efficiensy of troops, | served more than one enlistment, shall be entit
and it is believed. that it often invites aggression, | to the benefits of this provision according to the
by that exhibition of weakness which must inevi- | leogth of their continuous service, and that ser-
tably attend the great dispersion of any force. The | vice during the war with Mexieo, although of a
benefits of the proposed change will be an improve- | less period than five years, shall be counted us a

ment in instroction and discipline, a greater de
of efficiency and mt‘uhesa.Pnnd a material Juni—
nution of expenses. The distribution of the wma-
terial of war required.for the defence of a country
or the use of its army, is intimately connected with
the movements and position of the personnelof that
. The facilities of communication between
lel where these supplies are smrsd, or m

list, shall be ewtitled o two dollars per moath in
addition to the ordinary pay for his grade for “he
first period of live yeurs oiter the expiration of his

five years service.

3. That soldiers who served in the war with
Mexico, and received a certificate of merit for dis-
tinguished services, as well those now in the army
as those who inay hereafter enlist, shall receive
the $2 per month, to which that certificate would
have led them i they bad remnined continu-
Qusly in ;Imflsr_viw. Skill and experience in all

e o

be obtained, and the points on our
northern and western frontiers, where they may
be required, are so great, that so far us these are
concerned no uh.l.n%n in the present armsh‘mnnt
seems necessary, The communication with New
,though tedious and expensive, ia not linble

1o foreign interruption, and would not be
the occurrence of war, The case is somewhat
different with re, to Texas, and essentially so
with regard to the country bordering on the aci-
fic, which, from its wealth, is the most inviting,
and from ils remoteness, is, of all our es-
sions, the most exposed 10 the attack of a foreign
enum‘y. In view of the ever possible contingen-
cy of war, and the difficulty of providing for it
after it has occurred, it beeomes important to take,
ut as early a period as possible, all necessary pre-
cautions for the security of our distant territory.
As the appropriations for the “amount of fortifi-
cations” for the last three years have either been
refused or greatly reduced, under the impression
that it ds'pe upon the prosecution of the
‘*system of permanent fortification,” itis properto
remark that this provision is not dependent upon
the extent to wh.roh the system is carried, but it is
indispensable 1o uny system of coast defence that
may g: adopted. gha construction of permanent
fortifications, and the creation of arsenals and de-
pots, is necessarily the work of time, but the ar-

Texas und on the Pacilic coast, should at the
earliest practicable period, be sent to them, and
when in position, temporary works, suflicient
for defen inst an lden autack by a naval
force, could readily be “thrown up by the labor of
the troops. There should also be sent to the Pa-
cific coast, and stored at suitable Poinls, the ord-
nance and ordnance stores led for its defé .
and to the arsenals on the Columbia river and on
the Bay of San Francisco, the machinery and
other means needed for the construction, equip-
ment and repair of all the material of war. De-
pots should also be formed of such other n{?pﬁu
as are not perishable in their character. ith &
water trausportation of 16,000 miles, and land routes
impracticable for the transportation of heavy sup-
plies, it will be too late to adopt these measures
when the communication by sea is linble to inter-
ruption, and no prudent nation should trust in
matters of such vital importance 1o the chances
of a future that no human sagacity can foresee.
As many of the supplies proposed 10 be sent Ly
Texas and 1o the Pacifie, are now in depots in the
Atlantic States, no great expense or loss would be
sustained by their transfer, even if the necessity
for their use should not occur for many years to
come. As a measure of prudence and economy
in the transportation of such as may be sent to the
Pacific, it is suggested that whenever naval ves-
sels ure sent 1o that coast, there be sent with
them such stores as they can conveniently carry
in addition to their own supplies. The state of
the recruiting service is exhibited by the accom-
panying=veport and tables prepared by the Ad-
Jutant General, who is charged with the details ot
that service.

The demand forlabor has been so great through-
out all parts of the country during the past year
that this service has not been so successful as in
foriner years. Inconsequence of this, and the fact
ihat a number of the companies heretofore serv.
ing on the seaboard, “have been transferred to re-
mote stations,” where, under the audmrl?v vested
in the President, by the act approved June 17,
1530, the maximum organization obtains, it is es-
timated that 4,600 recruits will be required forthe
service of the ensuing year. To obtain these m
the present rates of pay, and the present prosper-
ous state of the country, can scarcely be expected,
and it is important that some measures should im-
mediately be taken for maintaining the full number
ofthe rank and file of the army authorized by law.
It is shown by an examination of the siatistics of
the army, from 1526 1o the commencement of the
war with Mexico, that the avernge excess of the

egal over the nctual strength of the army has
been, during this period, 18 per cent, of the latter;
that the average actual loss by desertion has been
123 .per cent.; by discharges for disability and
other causes, 7 per cent,; and by deaths only 4
per cent; or that the total loss, indepemi‘::m
of discharges by expiration of service, has
been 214 per cent. of the actual strength of the
army. Since the termination of the war with
Mexico, the excess of the legal over the actual
strength has been 19 per cenl.; the average loss
by, desertion 16 per cent.; by discharges for disa-
bility and other causes, § per cent.; by death 4 per
cent; or atotal loss independent of discharges by
expiration of service, 25 per cent. A part of the
per centage of desertions is due, however, to the
excitement on account of the discovery of gold in
California, the excess from that cause, in one
year alone being 530 over the average of the three
succeding years. It was found by an analysis of
the desertions, from 1526 to 1546, that if we ex-
clude the excess due to loeal and tempora
causes, in 15832 and 1846, there was, as the condi-
tion of the soldiers was ameliorated by increase
of pay, &c., a gradaal diminution in the proportion
of desertions, and that when the difference he-
tween the pay of the soldiers and the value of the
corresponding classes of labor in civil life was
slight, they were comparatively unfrequent—being
at two diflerent periods only '?i andd} l;:er cent. of
the actual strength of the army, and that they in-
creased in a direct ratio with the increasing pros-
perity of the country—reaching, when the dispro-
portion was greatest, 21 per cent.

The same candes influenced, as was to bt ex-
pected, the number of re-enlistments, the propor-
tion in the last four years being only sevenieen
per cent, while in the three years immediately
Erecmliug the war with Mexico, it was twenty-

ve per ceat. of the number of discharges by expi-
ration of service. These results may be traced to
two principal causes. First, the disparity between
the pay of the soldier and the valueof labor in civil
life. Second, the fact that length of service car-
ries with it no incmsed‘pny, rank or privilege.
Both these causes are the fruitful source of dissat-
isfaction and desertion, and they prevent the re-
cnlistment of the most valuable men. There are
other canses that have their influence, but do not
materially affect the general results,

It may aid in the consideration of these results,
and in the suggestion of remedial measures, 10
state =ome of them in another form.

Thus, in an army of 10,000 men, which is about
the agtual strength of our military establishment,
us at prosent prganized, there will be annually,
under existing eircumstances of pay and service,
1,200 discharges by expiration of enlistment ; 728
discharges for tlinﬂ!ih’ty, &c.; 330 deaths, and 1,465

esertions, or 4,511 vacancies annually, of which
only 219 are filled by re-enlistments. The actual
annual loss to the army, to be supplied by the en-
listment of new men, will tlucrnlgu be 3,502, In
other words, more than one-third of the army must
every year be recruited and transferred from the
depots (o theip iments, abridging very mate-
rially the term of the soldier's efficient service. It
1% found that 4 majoriy of desertions, and a
very large proportion of the disabilities and deaths,
aceur in the fipst yearof the enlispment. ;

It will, therefore, be of smunl lmllp:ruace in
devising any measures keeping the ranks of
the army (ull, 10 adopt such as will prevent as ma-
ny desertions, and induce As many re-enlistments
as possible.” Every desertion that is prevented,
und every re-cnlistment that is induced, saves the
expense of the enlistment and transfer of a recruit
from the place of enlistment to bis company; the
time (often of the uimost importance) occupied in
this transfer, and the dasger of death and disabili-
1y in becoming aoclimated. The ial meas-
ures that immedintely suggest themselves, are :
Ist. An increase of —per cent. of the present p.:
of the woldier. 24. An additional increase for eac

coessi ri #0 long as he shall
successive period oﬂ“‘-% E.w'tha sy
missioned offic

A

remain in the army.  3d. Proyision
tion to the lowest grade of com ers
of such of the non-commissioned officers of the ar-
my as may be found qualified for, snd by their con-
duet, charncter, and services entitled to, such ad-
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vnﬁemenl. ! ¥ i
e dipreciation in value of money, as
measured by l;m w . 3&"0’ and the cost ¢;fll|
the necessaries of life, has been so great that the
necessity and propri i thése menk-

4 o8
1. That every soldier who, having been honoya-

3 ety ; :
nres mis . The pay of the [ number is less by 3,376 men. It will be seen, by
soldiers is :;l:ﬂ::lyb.h:: now than it w‘:y rior to | the above statements, that, in a period of forty-five
the increase granted the law of Jul g. 1538, | years, the military peace establishment of the
The necessity and pro ofthe sécond measure | conntry has bpen augmented éds than 4,000 men,
Fapased are belisy: ally great, but in | In the ‘same period our country has increased in
Eiﬂ?{ 10 ely mﬂ f[glr F ! 10 ex- | poptilation more than 15,000,000, and in territory
bibit some o? the' data ipon which this opinion is | @ million of square miles. Tn 1808, our Indian
based. With the pr ingrease of | frontier r "iﬂnﬁm’n i Iy protection, was loss
pay for length of se VT:P»'I'- T than one (housand miles in extent, and there were

i and departments of labor
meet their reward, not oaly in civil
life, but in all the departments of ﬁuurnmam. ex-
cept among the enlisted men of the army, where
the recruit of yesterday, for services utierly dis-
proportioned in value, receives the same compen-
sation as the veteran of thirty years.

The absolute justice of incrensing the soldier's
pay according to the value of his services is appa-
rent, and the economy of doing so is susceptilie.
it is believed, of easy demonstration. With the
extension of our territory, the cost of sending re-
cruits to their regiments has enormously increased,
and it is estimated that the expenses of the enlist-
ment, the transportation and subsistence, the loss
by desertion, and by the deaths and discharges for
disability of unacclimated recruits, will average
$01 for each man enlisted under the present sys-
tem. If to this be added the pay, clothing, medi-
cal attendance, &ec., of the recruit, from his enlist-
ment until he joins his company, the uctual cost
of each man, from his enlistment until the period
when his actual service commences, will be $121.
If the nuﬁeslion sbove made for increasing the
pay of the soldier, according to length of ser-
vice, should be adopted, and Id be as
ful as anticipated, it is believed that it will, in the
course of six years, in connection with the other
measures , reduce the annual loss in the
army from 3510 10 or 11 per cent. The number
of men now in the army, who would be entitled 1o
the increased pay which this proposes, is less than
1,000, but the number would rapidly incrense by
re-gnlistment, and the maximum number entitled
to the increased pay would be obtained in six
years,

This number would be constant, or subject only
to slight fluctuations ; but as the greatest portion
of the men entitled to increased pay would then
belong to the'first and second classes, the expend-
iture on this account would increase gradually, as
the men pass successively from the lower to the
higher grades of increased pay, until, in about
twenty-tive years,the maximum expenditure on
this necount will be obtained. That limit will also
be constant, and will not exceed $300,000 a year.
If to this sum be added the cost of enlisting 1,060
men, 10 meet the annual Joss (say 104 per cent.)
and the bounty for 1,060, the estimated number of
re-enlistiments under the proposed system will be
$110 per mon against $121 aAnder the present sys-
tem. When the value of the services rendered,
the superior character of the men, and the conse-

uent diminution of offences and the expenses
3.]:}' entuil, are congidered, the economy of the
proposed measure becomes apparent.

hese estimates are based, as far as practicable,
upon known facts, and are conjectural only inthat
which relates to the working of the proposed sys-
tem. It will increase the expenditures for the pay
of the ariny only =0 far as it sncceeds in restrain-
ing desertions aund inducing re-enlistments, and
this increase in the pay will be more than corres-
pondingly diminished in the expenditures of the
other departments of the army. The proposition
in relation to the extra pay of soldiers who have
received certificates of merit, is an act of simple
justice 1o men who, by construction of the law,
were deprived of the benefit of the 17th section of
the aet of March 3, 1817. Under the operation of
that construction which virtually reduced their
pay, they refused to re-enlist, but it is believed
that, 1o a considerable extent they would now en-
li;t if the benefits of the law should be extended 10
them,

To carry into effect the third measure proposed,
it is recommended that the President be autho-
rized, under régulations to be established by law,
to confer the brevet 'of second lientenant upon
such meritorious non-commissioned officers as may
by examination before an army board be found
qualified for the duties of commissioned officers,
and 1o fill a certain portion of the vacancies which
may occur in that grade, as now authorized by
law, by attaching such non issi 1 oflicers,
as supernwmeraries to the army, to serve accord-
ing 1o their brevet, and be promoted as cadets,
under like circumstances, now are, There is an-
other class of non-commissioned officers of long
and faithful, and often highly distinguished ser-
vices, who, from want of education, are not quali-
fied to become commissioned officers, but are
eminently fitted for, and deserving of, positions of
subordinate responsibility and trost. To provide
for the advancement of this elass. it ix respectfully
recommended that authority be granted to appoint
a limited number of fort-keepers or barrack-mas-
ters, to be employed at such of our permanent
fortifications s are not oceupied by troops, and as
substitutes for the civil agents employed by the
quartermaster’s and engineer's depurtments, re-
ceiving a compensation intermediate between that
of the 'fniglmst grade of con-commissioned officers.
These duties would be as efliciently performed,
and at a diminished exj to the gover t
These suggestions, if carried out, will not be hur-
densome 1o the service by increasing the number
of officers beyond its wants, nor expensive beyond
commensurate advantages,

It bas been the policy of our government to
maintain only a small army in peace, but it should
also be our policy 1o be prepared for the events of
war, by making ihat army as eflicient as possible ;
efficient not merely in the operations required of
it in the field of battle, but in all the varions duties
of a campaign, including economy of life and
health, and in its capacity for disseminating in-
struction and discipline among those whom the
exigencies of war call into the tield unprepared to
meet its hardships, and ignorant of the means of
guarding against its vicissitudes.

In all the operations of war, efficiency and eco-
nomy, if not synonymous, are at least correlative
terms, and that army which is the most eilicient
will, at the same time, be the most economical. To
attain this efficiency, it is essential that the per-

of an army should be intelligent and capa-

ble, but it is idle to hope that men of this charac-
ter can be obtained unless their pay bears u fair
proportion to that which they would receive in the
corresponding employments of civil life. Patriot-
ism or a sense of duty will not, in time of 6:&1:.&,
fill the ranks of an army, nor will pay alone be suf-
ficient to develope all the elements of efficiency.
The hope of advancement is the foundation of pro-
fessional zeal and success, and this incentive
should exist in the army as in civil life. Its honors
and distinctions should” be open to all, thut they
may incite the ambition and stimulute the zeal of
all. In making these suggestions, | have had
rincipally in view the improvement of the army ;
Eul it is my opinion, founded upon the opinion
of our past history, that if ndopted they would also
produce economical results. As indicated in a
previous part of this report, [ respectfully invite
your attention to the necessity for an increase of
the army. It may be instructive, in the consider-
ation of this subject to refer to the strength of our
militury establishment, as it has existed o difler-
ent periods, and to the circumstances that con-
trolled its organization. In 1508, the legal strength
of the army was 9,991, which was increased in
1812, “for the defence of the Indian frontier,” to

The war with England followed soon after this
increase, and, at itx conclusion, the “ peace estab-
lishinent” was fixed at 12,353 oflicers and men,
and so continued until 1821, when it was reduced
to 0,126, This organization was continued until
1532, when it was increased 10 7,120, In 1530 it
was increased 1o 7,058, and in 1536 1o 12,137.
These lnst additions were made during the exist-
ence of Indian hostilities, (the Black Hawk and
Florida wars,) and although previously

constant collizion.
either lead 10 retaliation, which unfortu

to war. To repress these disturbances,
must be collected from: diflerent
ported over dificult and

sceno of the tronbles, or the wilitia of the country
must be called out. In either case heavy expen-
ditures, without considering

In the time, other

the frontier are stri
their defence, and 1
gressious, and renders new movements of

suppression. As the natnral consequence of this,
the expeaditures of the army are
portion to its strength. A reasonal
the army, if it did not entirely
turbances would at least diminish their frequency
and produce an immense saving of money, prop-
erty and life. The disposition of the army and the
assignment of troops to the frontier department
has been stated in another part of this report. The
force allotted (o each is manifestly ‘inadequate.
It cannot be increased in any of them without
withdrawing t {rom the points where their
presence is equally necessary.
Your attention is respectiully invited to the re-
commendation of the commanding general in re-
lation to this subject. In the views expressed by
him'I fully concur, except that | am of opinion
that a portion of the increase which he recom-
mends should be attained Ly the addition of an-

other regiment, rather than by the p d in-
crease of the company organization. er a full
consideration of what is now and fmlnbly will
hereafter be required of the army, I urgently re-

commend that the minimam organization of all
companies be fixed, as in the mounted riflemen, at
sixty-four privates, and that there be added to the
present military establishment, one regiment of
dragoons, and two regiments of riflemen.

his increase is materially less than that recom-
mended by the commanding general, and  is con-
sidered absolutely indispensable to the proper effi-
ciency of the military service. Tt will ea
minimum organization of 15]508 officers and men,
but may be expanded if the limit fixed by the law
of June 7, 1550, be continued, to 17,414; and on a
war_establishment of 125 privates per company,
to 27,518—giving for a state of war an eflective
increase of from 10,0000 to 12,000 men, without

the last forty years has demonstrated the wisdom
of maintaining in peace a wilitary establishment
that is capable of the greatest expansion in war.
The iner 1 efliciency an y of compa-
nies thus expanded in war, from a nucleus of ex-
perienced and disciplined men; more than com-
pensate for the additional expense of maintaining
skeleton regiments in time of peace, .
1 also recommend that another company of sap-
pers and miners be added 1o the engineer corps
for the purpose for which the present company was
organized. The usefulness and economy of this
clagsof soldiers has been practically demonstrated,
both in peace and war.
The duties of hospital stewards are of a very
important character, requiring a considerable de-
ree of intelligence and general knowlm.?v.
here is no provision for their enlistment, and it
is sometimes difficult to find suitable persons
among the enlisted men of the army. Tt is recom-
mended that anthority be given for the enlistment,
under the direction of the surgeon general, of as
many as may be necessary for the public service,
to receive the same compensation as it is now au-
thorized by law.
I concur fully in the views expressed by the
commanding general in relation to the extension
of the pension system to the widows and orphans
of officers and soldiers of the regular army, and
commend the subject to your favorable consid-
eration. i i
The experieuce of every year gives increased
force to the recommendations heretofore made for
a retired list for disabled and ted officers.
The casualities of the war with Mexico has great-
ly increased the number who are incapable of the
performance of any aetive doty. The plan recom-
mended by my predecessors for several years past
wouldk retire them on a just compensation, pro-
mote efficient oflicers in their stead, and thus t-
ly contribute to the good of the service, without
nn&: new charge upon the treasury.
lie pay of officers of the army was established
many years ago, when the value of money was
much greater than at this time. What was then
only & reasonable and just compensation is now
entirely inadequate, and I accordingly recommend
to your fuvorable consideration the propriety of its
being increased in' proportion to the increased cost
of living. This is only a measure of justice to all,
but is especially due to those whose duties requir-
ed them 10 serve ut stations where the comforts
and oflen the ies of life d such
exorbitant prices as to place them beyond the
rench of those who have no other means than their

pav.

The 17th section of the act of March J, 1547,
authorized the President o attach non-commis-
sioned officers who distingnished themselvesin the
war with Mexico, by brevet of the lowest grade of
rank to any company, and to bestow certificates of
merit upon soldiers, who were, in like manner, dis-
tinguished, Many of the non-commissioned offi-
cers who were recommended for distingnished con-
duct. were not attached, in consequence of a want
of qualification. but wounld have regeived a certifi-
cate of merit if the terms of the law had not pre-
cluded it. It is respectfully recommended that the
President be now authorized to grant certificates
of ‘merit to non-commissioned officers who were
not considered eligible for the position of commis-
sioned officers.

I recommend to favorable consideration the
suggestion of the quart g 1 in his
report submitted herewith, for the increase of the
comfort of troops in barracks, the augmentation
of the allowance to soldiers when unavoidably
em‘r!uyed as mechanics, teamsters and laborers,
and also the Eﬂmponed changes in relation to store

keepers and barrack-masters, and the settlement

of the accounts of dishursing officers.
The nct of 1508, for “arming and equi

whole Lody of the militia of the Unl

makes an ap’Frnprialion for mrplyin the several
States and Territories annually ‘with such arms
and equipments as are used by the United States
troops—the quota due to each being dotermined
by apportioning the whole amount a ing 1o
the return of the militia made to the adjutant
general of the army, These returns are furnished
irregularly by some of the States, and by others
not at all, and it results from this inequality
that the actual supplies of arms and equipments
furnished to the States and Territories under the
law of 1508, are uot distributed as prescribed by
that law, “in proportion to the number of effective
militia in each,” nor is it probable that the regu-
larity and uniformity in these returns, requisite to
apportion these supplies as the law requires can
a nunin;;l. The only remedy for this seems to

s 10 ndopt the m of apportioning the arms
and equipments to the several awe:'and Terri-
tories, authorised in the case of the State of lowa,
by the act of March 3, 1853, which was according
to Il‘l!preunlau{m in Congress,

n 1

ping the
States,”

mended with the view of preventing them, were
not authorized nntil their actual occurrence had
demonstratad the wisdom of the dations
In 1512, at the close of the Florida war, the army
was reduced to 8,613, which number, with slight
changes, was continued until the early part of 1546 ;
the regiment of mounted riflemen was added for
the protection of emigration on the on route,
muking the aggregate of 0,418, At the close of the
war with Mexico, its organization was fixed at
10,120. Tn 1850, it was increased by a sliding
scale, which admitted n total strength, if all the
companies of the army were posted at * remote
stations,” of 14,731, Ax they are now posted, the
authorized strengih is 13521; bLut, for rensons
which have al been explained, the actual

no long lines of communiention requiring defence.
Now that frontier has inoreased to more than

bly discharged from the services of the United
States, shall, within one month thereafier, re-en

tion with I.Ig:esu j
invite your attention to the importance
ing the militin of the conntry with the

books for tnctical instructions. W
ited ﬂtl-.-'
Y

wi:lhulnm' at Ll;e oxpenge of

and although they age l:?ni

t? obserr'oglha nyylltam ‘I.u:.ﬁ‘d.% d, for
the regular army, no provis yet nl“
for supplying lh‘:.'m m the necessary %ﬁ:’

that purpose, Aecording to the “the

gcuer’hl-in-chiet'. an tuuub: . righ b,
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ompanying highly Ty
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confirmation of the estimatp on the value

and efficie of that institution. The recom-

mendation of the board to increase the ncademic
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resented by Kﬂb‘ boards of visitars,
Eiﬁn{hu helie 'h&_mﬂh m nt
considerationg. The . y uirement
now fixed 1o entitle & cadet 1o ldmll:-qlon st
often lead to the introduction of those whose pre-
vious education has been mzl'qu and the
study of the scientific and military brauches in-
eluded in the conese leave little time for the ac.

datory and warlike in their hmbits, are for Tll;:

ns on the part f-}fl’:
far more frequently upon the innocent and unof-
fending than upon the guilty, and retaliation leads

ints and trans- |
ve roules o the

the derangement of
business and the loss of life and property are tl;er
portions eq

of the required for
Wwemm?:‘m' new ag-

and renewed expenditures necessary for their
great in pro-

incrense of
prevent these dis-

the creation of new regiments, the experience of
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through the Indiun country traversed annually by | of I ‘“. literatore, demanded by the
thousands of our citigens, and requiring constant | interests o service, The officer of the army
protection 1o more than four thousand miles. Our | may often be required m to decide upan
seaboard and foreign frontier have been g?el:lz questions of national Jaw, w errors would be
incre nd om; atter, over two thousand | seriously injurious to his country, and his reports
five hundred miles are Mexican frontier, along | and memoirs are the channels through which
~Which, besides the duty of guarding and protect- | deeds most illustrating his country's history are
| ing our own inhabitants, is the supe obliga- | transmitted 1o eople aod to other times. To
E (by treaty) of seting the inhabitants of | raise the standard of sequir t te be d
exico from the lnmving within our limits. | previous to admission to the . would, in
the annexation of Texas and the acquisition | some degree, deprive the institution of its present
New Mexico and California, our Indian popu- | popular character, by excluding those who, from
lution has been increased from 240,000 to more | the want of early, ulvgutl;u. could not then pass
than 400,000, a very portion of whom, pre- | the preliminary examination. The grade of cadet

being the lowest in commission known in our

time brought into contact with our army, should be, as it now is, within the reach of
result of this is a state of continual disturbance. | youths in every condition of life ; and this, r
It has been the policy of our government, by grants | with the fact 1 at, by the mode of appointment, all
of land and pre-emption rights to induce the rapid | sections and all parties are fuirly Nﬁuguad,lr\ma
u;llllemcnl :I:!‘ uu‘:‘_ western '"di:hmm policy in- | to the institution that i!;um: ich should be-
volves the dut romnn. el i _ ‘apartof t ‘establishment of
tact thus produced between the two mu.m the United States. . If, then, a more finished edu-
proneness of the Indian to maraud, and of the n that which is obtained by the course
whites to intrude upon the Indian lands, causes j ribod be desirable for the officers of the

army, the recommendation of the board for an in-
crease of the ncademic term preseps, it is believed,
the least objectionnble mode of effecting that ob-
Ject, The estimates submitted for the current
| year are recommended to fuvornble consideration.

The appropriations made at the last session of
Co ; are all in the course of applicstion 10
the several works for which they were resptotive-
ly granted. These works were designed to pro-
tect interests of great value; but there are other
points of seacoast and interior frontier which
© ualldv require protection, and the estimates sub-
mitted for these, also, are recommended to favora-
ble consideration, under the belief that, when com-
pleted, these fortifications will be the most reliable,
and by far the most economical mode of defence
the government could provide. An opinion has,
to some extent, prevailed, that the growth of our
country, the increased fucilities of trunsportation,
the ar tion of steam to the propulsion of war
vessels, and the improvements in implements of
war, have lessened, if they have not removed. the
necessity for fortifications upon our frontier. This
is an opini sult from a long con-

on which is apt
tinued state of peace, and which history teaches has
n nations have been

been usually abandoned whe
submiited to the' test of defensive war. President
Monroe, than whom few will be considered higher
anthority on this subject, in a special me to
Congress, March 20, 1522, “rﬁed the completion
of the system of defences, which was ado led im-
mediately after,and in yview of the effects ofthe way
of 1512, and urged his recommendation by theenor-
mous expense, the waste of' life and property, and
the general distress of the country, which had re-
sulted from the want of such preparations before the
commencement ofthat war; and he further gives
this impressive admonition: Should another war
occur before il is completed, the experience of the
st marks in 100 strong to be mista-
en, its inevitable consequences ; and shounld such
war occur, add find us unprepared for it, what
will be our justification 1o the enlightened body
whom we represent, for not having completed
these defences ¥ The-inerease of our po uL:ion.
attended by extraordinery progress in all the pur-
suits of peace, has. uot led 10 any ¢ in the
policy of our government, which should indicate in
the future a purpose to sustain a large military es-
tablishment, or 1o wage aggressive war. Ifthen, in
the future, as in the past, the policy of our. govern-
ment is to be that of peace, and the citizens of the
country are to be relied on for its defence when-
ever war shall oceur, it is not perceived how the
past or prospectlive growth of our country can re-
move the necessity or propriety of the proposed
defences. The Paixhan gun, and other improye-
ments in the art of war, and the application of
t to the propulsion of v Is of war, seem 1o
me rather to have increased than diminished the
value of fortifications. The rapid progress of a
steam fleet, by diminishing the opportunity for
preparation, afler the point of attack is deter-
mined, i es the ity of fortifying the
main avenues of approach. 'i’he Paixhan gun
adds to the efficiency, and consequently 1o the
value of fortifications; for the fire of large’ shells
is more formidable to the timbers and rigging of u
ship, than to the masonry of a fort; and a steam
vessel must expose a larger surface subject to
injury, than a sail vessel of the same class.
The report of the Secrelary of War, in answer
to the resolution of the House of Representatives,
of the 3d of March, 1851, containing «the views of
the chief engineer of the army, and other officers
of that corps and of the navy, presents the whole
bject under ideration ‘so fully that it is not
deemed necessary to add more on this oceasion.
- The action of Congress, at its last session, is con-
sidered an indication of the intention to continue
this !‘qlam of defente, und gives reason to ho
that the appropriations asked for at this session E:
the further prosecution of these works

will be

withheld. S £ e
e exposed and d less condition of th
Pacific coast, claimed and received the. early ale-

tention of the department, and prompt measures
were taken for the application of the appropriation
made at the last session of Congress for the de-
fence of the harbor of San Francisco. Buy the
minute examinations requisite before the com-
mencement of the works, and thie inguiries to be
made us Lo the places of supply, and means of
procuring materials, have limited operations to the
pl‘ehr_nlnary preparations for construction, such as
erecting the requisite accommodations for work-
men, leveling sites and making the detailed sur-
veys for the fortifications.
To be contined.
e —

Wreck and Loss of the Revenue Cutter

amilton and Loss of all on Board Except
One.—We are indebted io the Charleston Sowthersn
Standard for the following dispatch.

. Cnarursroy, Dec, 10, P. M.—We have informa-
tion here announcing the total wreck, on Thurs-
day evening last. off the southern coast, of the
revenue cutter Ilamilton, The most melancholy
and painful part of this intelligence is, that her
Gommandar!C ain Randolph, First Lieutenant
Banders, Third Lieutenant Hines, the crew, and
all hands aboard, except one, were drowned,

———

The Rallroad Troubles at Erle.
Erte, Saturdmy, Dee. 10, 1553—~The railroad
company last night completed laying the track
and repairing the bri 8 up 1o the city limits, and
the train was ran over from the e line to
to within'a mile of the depot. In the night, the
rioters ‘at Harbor creek, again tore up the track,
destroyed the culvert bridge, and ploug ed up part
of the grade of the rond. Many of the citizens
here are indignant at the action of the mobh, and
desire the railroad 10 be Jeft unmolested, Many
of the rioters ure paid for their work by interested
parties. The company will lay the 1rack through
Ew city to-day. tmasters here and west,
have sent reports to the postmaster general, stat-
ing the caunse of the dalnypi?: the mni!ns.‘ s

Later from H, The C
r from Havangae ‘rescent City De-
~ tained In the Marbor, a

New Orrrans, Dec. 9.—~Thesteamship Crescent
City has arrived here, with Havana dates to the
Sth instant.

The new captain-general of Cuba arrived out
on the 2d, and was immediately installed,

The passengers by the Crescent City are indig-
nant because the steamer, aflor receiving i8-
sion 1o leave on the evening of the 4th, and going
out of the harbor, was recalled and obliged to wait
lll!l!}:lc ::;lxt q;v. 4

e ship Trainer, from New York,
near Tll?k?l Inland, <gpioe

y , and was a total wreck, Cap-

tain and crew saved. ‘
M

Bosrton, Dre. 1l.—Halifax papers of the Stk wigie
that Rear Admiral Fanshawe has been aypointed
naval commander at the North Awmerican and
West India stations. 3

The Humboldt's loss was caused by anignoraat
fisherman who boarded her, p 0 be n
pilot, but said he had left his papers at home.

R " noo Yo g
) servants for hire. Apply o Dr. R, 7.
U, 8, Hotel.
b i e .

PARLOR AND TWO CHAMBERS,
4y 1 , ean be obtained by apply-
next door to the carner of E and 11th streets,
S0 e g e S
s ' withi
the . _."t R five minutes
Dec : E. . KING.

H%}nm TO LET.—One on the corner of

¥ street and Pennsylvania avenne, con-
tining fileen rooms, with carriage-bouse and
stable ; also, a two-story House, with basement

and attie, Inquire of
WM. W. DAVIS,
Dec 10— Six Buildings.

NDIA RUBBER GUOODS.—We keep al-

- "mbnh::gapncnlnmﬂmul t of the

bove s, such as conts, clonks,

o ife vers, I bi

R
Dt ".“?T. woen 3th n sireets. -

TBROW NS MARBLE ROTEL,
1 & PENNSYEY v
i WASHINGTON 1T,

Rk s

ol

three thonsand miles, and our communication |

quisition of that knowledge of international law,

.

. Brown, M. Brown.
Sep 21—dif



